
Orton Gillingham
Parent Overview



“Scientific” - The Science of Reading

The Science of Reading  research provides us with the information we need to gain a deeper understanding of 
how we learn to read, what skills are involved, how they work together, and which parts of the brain are 
responsible for reading development. From this research, we can identify an evidence-based best practice 
approach for teaching foundational literacy skills called Structured Literacy. 

David Kilpatrick stated, “We teach reading in different ways; they [students] learn to read proficiently in only 
one way.” The Science of Reading (SoR) has demystified any wonder of how we learn to read and offers 
evidence backed by science to confirm that there is one right way to teach reading. In addition to this, the SoR 
provides vital information to drive IMSE’s approach to instruction and to reach all learners.

https://imse.com/training-descriptions/


Scientific Research- Based Instruction

“Response to scientific, research-based intervention” covers any kind of 
instructional support program that is based on research and provides 
assistance to students who are struggling. 

While IDEA does not offer a definition of scientific, evidence-based interventions 
in the regulations, there has been extensive research around effective 
interventions in literacy. The following are characteristics of effective 
interventions for at-risk students, based on scientific research*: 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/specific-learning-disability-eligibility-within-a-tiered-system-of-support/download







1. Interventions must be research-based, and valid and reliable predictors of 
future performance. 
2. Interventions should be offered at the first signs that a student is struggling 
with the development of skills or knowledge critical to accessing the general 
curriculum. 
3. Interventions must significantly increase the intensity and practice of the 
skill(s) being targeted and should be available in a range of intensities. 

4. The type, frequency, intensity and duration of interventions must be guided 
by and responsive to academic and/or non-academic data. 

5. Interventions must provide the opportunity for explicit and systematic 
instruction and practice along with cumulative  review to ensure mastery. 

6. Interventions must be administered by appropriately trained staff who 
provide skillful instruction and offer many opportunities for immediate 
feedback. 



IMSE has spent decades crafting 
its approach based on the 
Orton-Gillingham methodology, 
the science of reading, and 
practical implementation in the 
classroom. 



What is the Orton- Gillingham Approach?





OG is “Multi-sensory” 
- stories, mnemonics, songs, visuals, kinesthetic, tactile
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OG is 
“Systematic”



Orton- Gillingham is “Structured Literacy”

Structured Literacy: What we teach

The SoR identifies five essential components that make up the Simple View of 
Reading.  Structured Literacy incorporates all five:  

1. Phonemic Awareness
2. Phonics
3. Fluency
4. Vocabulary
5. Comprehension



1. Phonemic Awareness (sound):  

● Rhyme
● Syllable blending/ segmenting/ addition/ deletion/ manipulation
● Sound blending/ segmenting/ addition/ deletion/ manipulation





3 - Part Drill - Backbone of instruction - repetition and 
review of previously learned concepts

● Part 1- Visual Component (cards) 
     Auditory Component (sand drawing) 

● Part 2- Blending Component (blending board) 
● Part 3- Vowel Intensive (vowel tents)

2. Phonics (sound-symbol)
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Vowel Intensive
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Introduction of New Concept











Brainstorm:



Multi-sensory experience

(Practice writing “ur” using blue food coloring in the water 
used for surfing)



Dictation- sounds/ words



Red Words- Sight Words





Red Words- Sight Words



Dictation: Red Words



Syllabication



Syllabication- Decoding



Dictation- Sentences



3. Fluency, 4. Vocabulary, 5. Comprehension:

Decodable 
readers- All text is 
cumulative 
according to 
systematic 
instruction.



Beginning - Middle- End of the Year Assessments

● Document progress all year using IMSE’s 
sequence

● Indicate areas for additional instruction 
through 3 benchmark assessments 

● Reteach new concepts that are not mastered


